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Inflammation:	
  from	
  basic	
  research	
  to	
  inflammatory	
  diseases	
  
My	
   research	
   interests	
   have	
   been	
   focused	
   on	
   the	
   inflammatory	
   reaction.	
   I	
   have	
   first	
   studied	
   the	
  
complement	
   system	
  and,	
  more	
   specifically,	
   the	
   regulatory	
  mechanisms	
  of	
   complement	
   activation.	
   I	
  
chose	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  complement	
  factor	
  H,	
  a	
  plasma	
  complement	
  regulatory	
  protein;	
  this	
  work	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  
molecular	
   cloning	
  of	
  human	
  complement	
   factor	
  H	
  and	
   to	
   the	
  elucidation	
  of	
   its	
  primary	
  amino	
  acid	
  
sequence.	
  With	
  my	
  collaborators,	
  we	
  characterized	
  truncated	
  forms	
  of	
  this	
  molecule,	
  and	
  studied	
  its	
  
polymorphism.	
   I	
   then	
   became	
   interested	
   in	
   the	
   mechanisms	
   by	
   which	
   inflammation	
   regulates	
  
hematopoiesis.	
   My	
   recent	
   work	
   is	
   focused	
   on	
   the	
   role	
   of	
   platelets	
   in	
   inflammation.	
   I	
   am	
   studying	
  
CD154,	
  the	
  ligand	
  of	
  CD40;	
  blood	
  platelets	
  are	
  its	
  main	
  blood	
  reservoir	
  and	
  CD154	
  is	
  playing	
  a	
  critical	
  
role	
  in	
  many	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  inflammatory	
  reaction.	
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